
ALAMO HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL
2022-23 ROBERT DICKIE STANNUS MEMORIAL AWARD

Robert “Dickie” Stannus graduated from Alamo Heights High school in 1954. He went on to be a
graduate of the Naval Academy and reported aboard the USS BEXAR (APA 237) in August of 1958.  In
1959, while the BEXAR was on extended deployment in WESTPAC, Ensign Stannus was standing a
bridge watch when a Marine, waiting in a “chow line” on the main deck, was swept overboard by a
gigantic wave. Ens. Stannus, an outstanding swimmer and captain of the water polo team while at the
Academy, immediately volunteered to attempt to save the life of the Marine.  Ens. Stannus was attached
to a life-line and lowered into the sea. After a safety line had been passed to the victim, Ensign Stannus
swam toward the ship, but was dragged beneath the surface of the water by a heavy roll of the vessel and
was drowned. A seaman recruit who was manning the life-line, declared that he remembers to this day
the sight of Ens. Stannus being raised by the “grand-daddy of all waves” to the level of the main deck and
then disappearing as the wave sucked him under the keel of the ship. 

In recognition of his heroic action, Ensign Stannus was awarded posthumously by President Dwight
Eisenhower the Navy and Marine Corps medal, the most senior non-combat award for heroism at the risk
of life not involving conflict with an armed enemy in sacrificing his own life in an attempt to save the life of
another, while serving as Officer of the Deck on board the U.S.S. BEXAR (APA-237) on 9 August 1959.

Flaunt out O sea your separate flags of nations!
Flaunt out visible as ever the various ship-signals!

But do you reserve especially for yourself and for the soul of man
      one flag above all the rest,

A spiritual woven signal for all nations, emblem of man elate above death,
Token of all brave captains and all intrepid sailors and mates,

And all that went down doing their duty,
Reminiscent of them, twined from all intrepid captains young or old,

A pennant universal, subtly waving all time, o'er all brave sailors,
All seas, all ships

Walt Whitman, “Leaves of Grass”
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INSTRUCTIONS
● Two seniors will be selected by committee to each receive a $500.00 award;
● The winners will be announced at the Virtual Senior Awards Ceremony;
● Nominations are only to be completed by a teacher or counselor;
● Deadline to submit nominations is 4:30 PM Friday, March 24, 2023 (this is a non- negotiable deadline);
● Please email nominations to LTC Victor M. Diaz.

CRITERIA
Nominate a graduating senior whom you think has demonstrated the following traits during their AHHS career:

o Leadership                            Creative                                     Loyal
o Original                                Team Player                               Community Service
o Innovative                             Passionate

Nominee’s Name ______________________________________

Tell us about your Nominee:

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
(PLEASE ADD A BLANK IF YOU NEED MORE ROOM)

Eternal Father: The Navy Hymn
Eternal Father, strong to save,

Whose arm hath bound the restless wave,
Who bidd'st the mighty ocean deep, 

Its own appointed limits keep;
Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee

For those in peril on the sea!”

Your Name: _______________________________________________
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